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| Right Honour able Flenry Lord of Colerane; - 
*. ©  Mayit pleaſe your Lordſhip ; | 
His following diſcourſe was Preached inthe Pa 
' riſh Church of Tottenham with 2 defign to in- 
fru&tand inform the Inbabirants thereof in this depe- 
nerateand wicked age (wherein all manner of Vices 
and Sins are moſt impudently and notoriouſly con- 
nitted 3) and if poffible, to Tead them into the paths 
and ways of the Living God. It is not adorn'd with 
Floquent expreflions, or Rhetorical Flouriſhes, bur 'ris 
plain, 3nd eaſy, adapted to the Capacity of the Audi- 
ditors, that the end for which it was preached, might 


be obtained. I never; intended .to haye expos'd it ro: » | 
publick view ; for tho' a Sermon. in the pulpit may: I 


paſs undiſturbed in a Candid Auditory, yet when it 

comes abrogd in -print,'it is then generally treated with 

, ſevere reflections; and tho' I can expe& no better from 

JF - a Cenſorious age, yet Iam forced to make itpublick,.. 
; being Helo, 6 importun'd to it, where I can't de-- 
ny it: And now my Lord, I beg leave to offer. it to-- 

. your Lordſhip, a Pacron: of virtue, an Example ef Pi- 

Y- erytothis generation. "SIN | 


my 
T YC 


'Feannot © 


T-canivor Put ecknowiehs e | befors the "Word Ye 
many linpulzr favours hart? have received from your © 
| Lordſhip, and therefore duty and | ratitude oblige a 
Z return inwhatl.can performs; and although thisas un- 
b worthy to be offered to your Lordf{hip, yer Theg your. 
acceptance of it as a Teſtimony of _ Leal and ſin-- 
cerity,.to ferve your Lordſhipto the utmolt of 1 my. abl- _ 
licies ; whodo, and always. thall make m x fipplica- 
ons at the TR of. " ag that God als be - 
Ted to ſtrengthen your Lonlſhip, and your Noble ind 
" "Hopefull 1 he, more and,more in, the Ways of Religi- 
09, to. pour down .abundanly upon you alt”, SericuaM + ; 
& 'Temporall bleſſings, and at B54 tranſlate yortro in- 
.CX prefiibley” ee: in 6% Glorious Le icon of FRrtyI- 


my 
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wk © $t:Lake,, 19-41-42. 43. 445, 
bible wes come:near; he beheld the City, and wept over 
e "a ſym if thou hadſt known, even thou in this thy day 
' tbe $that belong eb rby Peace, but now they are bid 
hg Þvs thine- eyes.” | its 
or the days ſbell'come 'npon' thee, that thine Ecciaine foot” 
ee Trench apon thee, and Saad thee My and-keey . 
«i vheo in” on every fide; 2 Taj 
ths bell lay thee even with the ground, and: thy Children 
Geer bee, ſhe} mor: lexve int ths one: fig, 
p01 axovher, { $ecauſe thow tnrwiſf'n not-thi- dime 0 hy 


partivulars.: of 
” # theſe words; bctave: ladow briefly: to premile - 
'D >fomerhing-( by way of Introdution J-ob the 


renany' engagements of the people of the Jews 
MX50God; -for -mercies received, and:ſomething/alſo 
re * Tie! and- wachankfulo 
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Nation, by wonders and | 
ftreiched out ard at "he + 


IF: 29:32. God _— 


from all-the' Nat ions: v 


-— might ſhew kindnefs. to them ; tho; 
A Serventy thi. Seeth. of Hhrahuns ny Siem, Je 
F keve choſen. Halt; 8:2 np hwy; 
Falk and what could God 6 wy 


them intheir door I have! Cs 


Wildernefs, and -feaft them with delicioi 
mtat,Mania from Heaven how did he 
and ftrike through the Loins of all thei 
didhe drive our _ diſp, 


_ on node. more-and mix 
and voor onch ted che; 'Fecort 


Pa this beſt beard: and Live ? or hath God ever 
io take unto him-« Nation out of the -mideſt- 


Qion of my people, and I have heard their:gruan ing 
; How did he wreſtle with a tubbora hard hearted Ty-. 
3 theirenlargewent;coltby theſtrength of hae 
=: - | armhe; wrefted themout- of his hands,/ whetn h&qy 
3 | threw both the'Horſe and bis Rider-in'themidſ{ of & 
Sea? how” did/ he provide artable for, chem 


dampthehitans, 
r cnemierPhow 
is. Seven great and-mighty 
,\(nland; Bbwirlg with 


* a bn? wot, und: houſt 
ing7owhinh ET ng 40. ee of 


eſjey'd 
b teh (oyng 
"4M Y. «4 mipity hs an 
WAA Dent. + 

gle out k eearres tram alle 


nder: Heat 
that he might make themithe obje of: hisLove, yy 


» EO 


arethe. we/T rg. and comes 
CAR ame, pho over all redo oy for ever, \ oY 
m4” The fAioption was theirs, other Nations 
| rsand "8a but they wereas it wers of mY 
bn of God ;. others. NE counted Dogs, they 
Children, as appears by. our, Javiouts aghwer 
ej 2M ey; ; 4s mak moped 09 tak he 
it. 30. Dog's, 
& Covenants were their? 5, other Notions ware 
God. in. the world, but theſe were B 
l bn t with God, Gez. 17.7 Fx, 33+. 
2318 FR - Was their ax Mebet, ns Why n0- 
hins pe, Nig guide of- Nature: = SP ab4 


d the Law written in Table: 


7 


he hath. given. his Ward unco. Faceb;; Statuges 2 
digances "ymco Touch ho hath not deala ſa 36h, arty 
lation,;neigher (+ he Heathen , Kno phe 
"ly. GENT A "Service of God; other 
To t ; 
action: he dren Ge nhl 'ord s by 
+ Cnr, hoy. ot a 
cies 3. 38 pow 
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(4). 
the Goddeſs of ' the Sdonians , and Diave the 
Goddeſs'of the JO: - -and-indeed how cor * 
call 'ypon him they had not heard, 'whow & 
an unknown God to Them ? but in Jury was God 
known, his name was great in. /ſrael, in Salem was 
his Tabernacle, and His dwelling in Sion. Plalm, 76. 4:2; 
5ly. The Fathers Were theirs, Abrahakn is our Fa: 
ther ; art-thou — then 'our Father Fecob' who 
gave us-this Well 
-  6ly: The Promiſes made to the Fathers concerning 
the Mfr were theirs'; they were Inrereſs'd in them, 
if nor: folely, yet principally 3 3 Let the Children be 
firſt ſerv'd ſaith Chriſt. "They were the naturall'bra . 
ches, and therefore the faineſs of the' Olive oy was : 
firſt tendred'to them: 'You may remember how ow-the | 
Diſciples Commiſfion. run, St. Mat. 10 5:6; 25 wot 
mnto the way ' of the Gentiles, "end into. any City of rhe So 
' maritans enter you noty but go Jou rather to 7he MY: Shee 7 
the” aſp of Tfracl. Per 
y; the Meſpab him(clr was heihal of whom 5 
cnng the *fleſh' Chrift came ;.rhe* ng, wa 
made fleſh,: 2nd: dwelt amon » them; het ſpent Is 
, whole Pilgrimage wich chemi” they heard his: p99" wk 
they ſaw Hig iractes,'St. Mat. 9.35: "he \ 
all cheir/ Cirys and Villages"; ceachitig "i if th? 
pogucs, 'abd pregehing the Golpel he Kingde 
ling*every difcaſe and _ficknes among rhe, pet 
By means of which favours and” prerogatives 'we'muft 


conclude," 'that they©excdl'd” all” An Netiode upon 
_ Earth, har Art wicked people; they did not. knpy 
the things 


2t" beloiigs wars their | peace ; rhey we 
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not/ſenfible of the free Grace, of the'rich| Mercy that” 


was) tentler%d+anto them. And' If ve'do but \confider 
theiy\\great Unthankfulneſs: and Difobedience' ity the 
miceſt of fo 'many binding mercies, you may juſtly 
wonder* that Jernſzlem was not long' before made'an' 
eap-of Stones. It you readover the Prophets, yourvitt 
eccomplaints in this kinde without /niumber.”: Dg\ 


Os. The Fuel Cy come is Ori, ar 
judgment ; Rightouſveſs lodged itt her, but now Mirderers, 


powr out the | oF Ni ] | ellious 
Nation ?zbo"rhcir fins were fo provokingy charhe knew: 


mercy, that he wasunwilling to puniſh them. Why with 
ye-dye,” O houle of Tae 261K 


ive, ſaith the: Lord,' 3 


have -- 


pv 
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* have no pleaſure inthe death. of a Sinner. Angd' moſt pa-. 
therically doth he ſpe-k in- Hos. 11. 8. How (ball I give 
thee ap Ephraim? how ſhall 7 deliver thee 1ſratl ?. bow (bal 1 
make thee as Admab? - bow ſhall 7 ſet thee as Zeboim? my 
heart i turned within me, my repentings are kindled together. 
See what a conflidt there ſeems tobe in God, between. 
- his merey and his juſtice, how ſhall I pardon thee for 
- this? and yet how ſhall I. givethee up ? fain would I 
 fpare thee, but thy Sinscry to heaven for vengeance 5 
Thauart 1ncorrigible in thy ways, and heres thy 
; ſin is unpardonable: they were. ſo. wicked God could 
not -forbear them longer, therefore our Saviourpaſt ſen; 
tence upon them, bur it was with rears in his eyes, who 
; hy he came near, he beheld the. City. and wept over. 
«bt, OF'6- | WS 
Ta the words of the Text\'we may obſerve, 
1ſt. Our Saviour Chriſts mourning for Feraſalem. 
24. The cauſe of his mourning , which are two. _ 
x//. Theevilof Sin,  1fthoa hadft known, even thow in 
this thy day, the things that belang ants thy peace, but now they 
' are hid from thineezes., i 
21y. The evil ofpuniſhment, te days ſball come, that 
thine enemies ſbell come upon thee, und caſt a trench upon thee, 
and keep thee in on every ſide, and lay thee even with the 
ground, and thy Children: within thee. 4: 
1/t; Ibegin-wath Chriſt the. Mourner, inthe Text, 
When he came wear, he beheld the City and wept © it was not 
without cauſe that Chriſt was fiyled by the Prophet, 
.6 man. of Sorrows, Iſa, 53.3. Survey his whole Pilgri- 
mage from the Womb to the Tomb, and you ſhall-finde 
it ike Exctiels rowle, : written upon within and- with- 


Ry 


out _ 


CF) 


out. Lamentation,and Monraing,and Woe. Is the days - 


of his fl ſt be offered upPragers aud Sugplications with ſtrong 
eryipg. avd tears. Heb,5,7.at Zazerss his YrAYEs. he groan'd 
in the Spirit, and,w4p4 Ste Jo.,v11 35; 48, bere when 
he tame near he wept. If we conſider all the indjgnities, 
Teproaches. and afflitivns which, ke, ſuſtained, we:may 
Juitly conglude, ,neverany {arrow was. ike hus ſarrow,: 

If Chriſt aheg be-a Mpurner, wae.be.to them that are at 
caſe.in,$ion.that ſpend-their days jin Mirth, "OE F&JoyGe 
at the\ſpund-of the Organ,and the Labret, and the|Pipe, 


andhe; Harp, 'goe nor our of- their Beaſts. Chriſt.did - 


.nat fo, and'Chriſtians ;haye BO. WATTANT tO, expe it; 


the members muſt be1n-ſome-.mealure. confarmable;to | 
the head. St. Fo.'16. 20.'Our bleſſed: Saviour. .tells-bis + 


diſciplas, you-ſhall weep and lament. but the world (hall re- 


_ Worldlings willlet looſe the rcigs, and-leck! real | 


.A paradiſe, a Heaven.upog Earth, inche-p wo ache 


fora ſeaſon, 'cis, cheir;portipa;: bur Chriſts:Di 44 
muſt expe tears far eat, and heweakf ns, of tearsfar - 
drink,; mine exc, mine exe -14n5 damn with tears of water, 
faichthe Church, Low er a [path La pac . 


 4nd.ceaſerb uot without iptermiſſion Fpay tells yqu of.we- 
zering his Cauch, and making his bed wi 


mith tears, P Wal... 
6.6. you. ſhall figde: $. __—Oe_y bitterly, =, "2 


Mary Magazlene oping. $415 EOOUER 168 waſh her Sa- - 


viours fect. As Chnift; was, | RO — ext ul 
grimsand Strangers, there 


ave poabid og Kyopyt 
we ſeek one to.come ; -now! the, Cond Condition a Pilgrim - 
condition, by the waters of Bebylenweſet dawn + 


- 4S/4 Weepin 
Ants ew meremembred thee, O Sjon.! Pal. 137-1. 
-Fho'iChriſt ;our-Saviour met with irongeroppoliti- 


ONS-- 


du 


; oc CES ; 


"ons and greater aMiQions in the world, then we are 
-like to meet with, {for God is fairhfull, and will not ſuf- 


fer us to be tempred above u hat we are able) yet muft 
:we look to drink of the fame Cup, 'tho'-not ſo deep as 
*be drank. 88% | 4 
Beſides, we have tears to ſhed, that Chriſt wasnot 
- capable of, tears of repentance; he was a Lamb without 
ſpot, there was no pile found'in his/mouth?; but we 
-are Jaden with Sins ; there 15 not a'day paſſeth'over 'our 
- heads, wherein we do nor contract the guilt of:man 
'Sins* every day brings Sin enough with it to make ita 


wry day: a day of weeping : foras a Father ſpeaks; wy. 
afour p- 


r we are baptized, and waſhed from' the guilt of 
-riginal ſin, we do dayly 'toul-ourfelves again by "the 
-commiſſton of aQtual Sins3 therefore we'ſHhoultd day ly 
:rebaptize'our ſelves in! the'bifter waters 'of Marah, the 
rears of true repentance? 'wharis wan ring in innocency 
«we ſhould ftrive 10//m kevp'inipenitency, facts quod pu 
ſum, & plango quod won poſſum,St.' Bernard. Ido whatTam 
- able,8 what I c#nnot doFamorry for,& ſol come to the 


.carfes of Chrifts monrn ki i. of which-was Feriſa- 


Yew's[in, &iwasniora finglefin;bura willfull,ſecure;ob- 
Ntinace fleeping in Sin; they*would 'not-be con vinc'd, 
-much leſs averted from their errozeous' courſes; God 
"ent his Prophets, rifing-up-early;and calling them, O 


«do:not this' abominable SinthartThare ; he commanded 


thett to cry aloud #gainft theft heinous'Sins, the Tdola- 
try, oppreſſion, Swearing, Lyimg, Kill:ng; Stealing, -&#c. 
And what was their' anſwer, we will not hearken,' but 
are will dowhat'is pleafing in our own eyes: -after the 
Prophets be ſent 4is'Son;' to ſeek arid fave the/loft ſheep 


*% 


of _ 


4 
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of the houſe of 1/rae! ; and thoſe loſt ſheep, thoſe Sons of 
perdition, would not -hear- the ſhepherds voice, they 
ſpurn at the Phyſitian that comes to cure them, they 
ſtumble at the Corner-ſtone ;-the Rock of their Salvati. 
on becomes a rock of offence to them; and here. is their 
Condemnation, that light is come intothe World, the 
day-Star from on high hath viſited them, bu? they chooſe 
darkne[s rather then light, becauſe their deeds are evil. St. 
Jo. 3-19. They were not ſenſible of the day of their yiſi- 
tation, God had given them a gracious viſit indeed, he 
ſent his beloved Son amongſt them,the promiſed Shz/oh, 
whom they had ſo long expe&ed,he:-would have gather- 


_edtheir Children together as an hea gathers her Chick- 


ens under her wings, but they would nor. They knew 


notthe things which belonged unto their peace ; here 


was an invaluable price put into the handsofa fooliſh 
Nation, but the worth of it was hid from theireyes ; 


* they were {> beſfotted with the pleaſures of Sin, fo pur- 
| blindin diſcerning thoſe things that concern'd their 


g00d, the welfare of their Salyation, that they would not 
cloſe with thoſe blefſed opportunities which they en- 
joyed, and therefore our Saviour wept. 

Here we learn then by Chriſts. example, as to weep, 
{ſo when to weep, where and for whom to beſtow-our 
tears, even for the backſliding of Jeruſalem; when we 
ſee iniquity in. the holy place, the faithful City to be- 
come an harlot ; .when we\ſce- precious opportunities 
negle&ed; and Pearls trampled under foot by ſwine that 
know not the worth of them ; when we ſee men regard- 
leſsof their Souls, and the things which concern their 
peace, obſtinately to perſift in-.their Sins, without:any 

| I a, * ...*_ _ remonie 


(16) 
remorſe of Conſcience, or fear of Judements, then itis-. 
high time to fet open the floodgates of our eyes with Da- 
vid; whole eyes guſh'd out with water, becauſe men 
keep not thy Law ; and with our Saviour here, who be- 
held the City, and wept overit. 0 | 
Inthe 9th. Chapter of Exckjed. v. 4. we finde a-tom- 
mand to ſet a mark upon the forehead of thoſe that gh 
and cry out for all the abominations that were commit- 
ted in the midſt of Fer#ſulem:; and indeed what Chriſti- 
ans heart can chooſe but bleed within him, if he ſhall 
ſeriouſly lay to heart all che abominations that are com- 
mitted before his eyes? how was righteous Zots + Soul . 
vexed with the unclean converſation of the filthy Soda-. 
mites? 2.5St. Per. 2.7.8. we reade that when St. Pas/ 
came into hens, and ſaw that City wholly given x0 I, 
dolatry, his Spirit was moved within him, As. 19. 16: 
To ſethe renouned City of Athens, fo famous former- 
ly for Learning; now to become fo infamous for Idola- 
try ; communicating that honour and Service which is. 
due and proper to God alone, ro Dumb Idols; he was. 
{> tranſported with Zeal, that tha' he was a ftranger;he- 
cry*daloud againſt thoſe abominations. MENT 
. Davidcrys outzitgrieves me, when 1 fe thetranſpre(- 
frons,. becauſe they keep not thy Law. Pal. r19. 158; 


and the Apoftle ſpeaking of thoſelooſe livers in the Pri- 


mitive Thureh,whoſe Belly was their God, and glories 
mn their ſhame, ſaith, 7te0you weeping, they are the ene. 
mes of the Croſs of Chrift. Ph 3.18; 19. Sorender-heart- 
ed) have Gods Children always been-; fo ready ro mourn 
for the Sinsof others ; as indeed there is great reaſon for - 
it, both in reſpe& of God, whois thereby &fhonoured, 


and 


| I I 
ad inreſpeR ofcho Sinners, Fl whom 19 common hu- 
manity we cannot but weep 
dily they run totheir own det 
make to that place, where ſhall be everlaſting weeping 
and gnaſhing of teeth: and ig reſpect of our ſelves tO0g 
whoare endangered by the Sins at other men; for their 
Sins are infe&ious, we living amongſt them, may per- 
haps be drawn 1a by their inticements,to run with them 
to the ſame excels of riot, and to partake with them in 
their-Sins : and 1. We cannot but mourn for the abami- 
nations of Ferufateep,for the Sins of other men in xeſpeRt. 
of God, in zeal to his glory ; to ſee him dayly diſhonour- 
ed, his holy name blaſphem*d, his Sabaths prophangd, 
his Service negleQed, and all his Commandments beg- 
ken by ather men : this was it that madethe Prophet 
Elijah complain ſo mournfully, in r. Reg. 19.10, 4 
bran zealous for the Lord of Hoſts, for the Children of Iſrael 
hue forſaken thy Covenant, thrown down thine Atars, Slain 
the Prophets with the Sword, and Tonly amleft, and they 
Souk wy Life to take it away. We-lbould account him an 
ygaatural Sop, that ſhauld: ſtzad by, ſee and hear his 
Father abuſed and diſhonguree, and ( tha? he could nor 
biader it; ) ſhould nor expreſs himſelf to be grieved 
andetraubled at it: And 
ſelves tq be Baſtaxds and. got Sans, if we 
| » when aur Heayenly. Father is diſhogour- 
ed by: werd and deed, 38d a9t moyrn for the ſame; 
ve-are' not of. the Spirjt the Children of God were 
of: Moſes wh ; 
Maui, and ſaw- the. ahomination of the F/raelites, 


that they had changed. the glory of God into the fimi- 
2 


- lujpeS 
can ſtan 


wont to be 


Tb 
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heg we obſerve haw gree- 
eftraQjon, what haſte they 


T bzawe 


ſurely we have juſt cauſe to 


en he came down from the 


litude 


(12) 
litude ofa Calf that eateth hay; was fo aftoniſht at the * 
ſight of it, that he was like a man in an Extaſy, he - 
let the Tables fall out of his hand, that were written 
by the finger of God, and fo broke thofe Laws in- his 
zeal, which the people broke 1n Rebellion. ERS. 
Hezekiah rent his cloaths hearing the Blaſphemous 
words of Rebſhckeh reviting the living God ; and Davide 
crys out, my zeal haseven conſumed me: becauſe mine 
Enemies have forgotten thy words, and here the Son 
of: God: weeps for the fins of Zeruſalem 3 and nowwon- 
dr, for ir being the earneſt deſire of Gods Children, 
the conſtant-aim of all their ations, to do all to the: 
glory of: God; 'and to let their light ſhine before: menz/ 
that others ſeeing their good works, may glorify their* 
Pather which is in Heaven : now-to be croſt in their: 
earneſt deſire, to ſee men inſtead' of doing all to the- 
glory of God, to do all to the diſhonour of him, muſt 
neeus be a great heart-breaking, .. an occaſion of mourn- 
Ing. o | 1 | 
2iy. we have cauſe to mourn for the: abominations. 
of Jeruſalem, for the fins of other men, in reſpe& of 
themſclves, in compaſſion to their- Souls, to fee howr. 
defperately*they run upon- Gods judgements, how wit- 
fully they embrace their own deſtruQion; how ſwiniſhs 
Iy they wallow in the mire of Sin; how willing they. 
are to be-led by the enemy of their Salvation ;-making 
it their dayly trade; and their continual exerciſe toad@ 
Sin'tinto Sin; and to treaſure up wrath! againſtiche day 
of wrath; who can behold all this with dry eyes? --- 
If we ſhould ſee a manlike Bazls Prieſts cutting him- 
Ffwith knoes and-kanives, tifl che blood followed 3x 
| {ſuppoſe 


. WY 4 Rus . ts woe 


ſippole there15none of us bur would be: troubled at the 
fight of itz. but the Stnners caſe is worſe, ke dayly 
wounds and-mangles himſelf with his Sins,;every Sin 
makes a deepgalh in-the-Soul : ſparethen ſorne of thoſe 
- tears which youareaptito ſhed tor the death of the bo- 
' dy; and ſhed them for the death of the Soul, for the Sins 
of others-;forithole without repentance lead to. everlalt- 
ing.death and deſtruction inthe lake which burneth 
with Fire and Brimſtone, where the worm dies not,and- 
therefore is not quenehed:.  - ? 
.. 315; We have cauſe to mourn: for. the abominations - 
of Feruſalem, for the Sins of others, in-reſpe of our . 
ſelves: and thoſe dangers,' which.by ather-.mens Sins 
hang over our heads. Z/oc-is me aith the, P/a/mift, chat 
1 am conſtrained to dwell with Meſech,, aud to have my 
habitation among jt the ſents of Kedar, Pal 120.5. there 
is.a twofold wo that hangs over Gods Children by-rea- 
ſon of Sinners that live amongit.them, a.wo of.infeQi- 
on, anda woof MalediQtion, 1/f,a wo of Infection; can - 
a man touch Pitch and not be defiled ?._cana man livea- 
mong Sinners, like Ezekiel -in the mide, f Scorpions - 
and not be poyſoned 8.can Joſeph liye.ig Pharaohs Court 
and-not learn to. Swear: by. the life.of Phoraob?. It is, an + 
| hard matter tolive:blameleſs and without rebuke: and : 
© to ſhineaslights.in the-mideſt of:a crooked and peeviſh | 
. *generation, .tho', the Apattle.cequires. it... Phil. 2.15. 
' anditherefore: itis.noſmall eqmamendarionthat Chriſt 
gives the.Biſhop of> Pargeaws in, Apocak 2.1 3.:that 
he held faft his. name, and: did. get deny.the Faith, tho?, 
he hiv'd where the Synagogue of tan. wabs -- 7 ..,... 
Weazegian Apiſh aature;.aptto 4mitaty the man- 


ners - 


- Hers ant conditions of thoſe with whom woe converſe 3 
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like Labans ſheep, in Ger. 30. 39. readyto bring 


white or ſpotted aceordingto the-patterns of inngeen- \ 
+ Cy or corruption :* We fee before our eyes ; 
. Holy thou ſhalt be boly, and with-the froward thou ſhaltleary/ 
© fromardnefi. Pſal.- 18.-26. it is reported" of ſome, that | 


knowing themſelves to. be InfeQed with the Plague, 
they have gone-into- the ſtreets 'on- purpoſe not -anly 


. 


to poyfonthe Air, but have breathed-wupon as many as - 
they could come near, that fo -they might be ſure te 
-infe&'rhem : thoſe that are infeQed with the plague 


of Ain; do it-eertainly ; their bad- example is like the 


oning af the Air, very dangerous ;. but their lowd 


inticing counſell;- their inſinuating - temptations, as 


- come"let us Tay weit for Blood, we ſhall fill our. houſes 


with ſpoif,. caſt in-thy Jot amongſt us, Pro. x. xr. 


' that is like the breathing of one InfeQed perſon upon 
another; *tis/ajmoſt unavoidable, but 


ly. There is a woe of Malediaion which hangs 
over the Children of God, by reaſon of.the wicked that 


-live among them, and that is alfo twofold; the one for 


the wicked," another fromthe- wicked. - 


' rſt; Theteis a punifhmenthangs over them for the 
wicked, let ns make haſte-away, faith St: Fohw as the 
Anrients telf us; left the bath falls for Cerrmmrbus's Sins, 
-and we partake of Carimbay's puniſhment. Come out of - 
ther, my people, thit ye de-not parechers' of her Sins; that ye 
receive not of h 

for Mthans offence 4 many times a Fruitfnll Land © made 
barren for the witkedneff of them that dwell therein, Pſal. 


er Pieges - Apocal. 18. 4. all F/ra&/ {marted 


167; 34: Uis true, "God-lometimes ſpares the place for 
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| (153) 
the fake of the Righteous that Hie therein, beingun- 
willing to weed out' the tares, leaſt he plucks up the 
wheat alfo ; yet ſometimes fin grows to ſuch/a ripeneſs . 


_ thaxit (cauleth God toſweep away ail rhe Inhabitants 
of # Land,'and fpares none. © ys 


Sly; A pumibment hangrover them from the wick- 
ed, for who knows not that 'the wicked ate profeſt E- 
nemies to the Childfen of God #- that ſerpentine Brood 
bears a Mortal Enmity to the ſeed of:the woman,Chritt ]. 
and :his niembers'; And tho” they cannot break their 
head, yetthey will ( if it be poſſible} bruiſe their heel ;. 


- prove like the Canznites to the Ffrarheres ſcourges #1 their - 


ſides; and -.rhorns in their Eyes, always deridingy tra- * 
ducing; -oppoſirg; and opprefiing: them” : Sheop: can - 
look- for:no better entertainment among. Wolves, and. - 
therefore Gods Children living -among;: the wicked)... 
may juſtly take'up the comptaint of the Plalmiſt, our 
Soul is among Lyons whete *tis as great a Miracle, . 
thar they are not devoured,as that Duxic! was not torn - 


| 1a pieces in the Lyons Den ; and thus we ſeethere is .. 


cauſe enough to weep!:over [Fernſulew - ro; Mourn for 
om eim2tnd linmindt 05] 


- the fins of brhberg;( 01m 2172469 Uioirniniet 0 (4 
” Bur farther, this' mourning may be; muck inercaſed, . 


both from ths.Condition- of :him thwemournethzas alſo 
from the cohdiioniof tim for whoſe/ſinswenmwurn.. 

1. Frotti che eondition of him rhart mouraeth;and 
here 1 'may Tnftancet im-rwvo-fortsof tifburners, indcuralt = 
Parents: mourning for 'itheir Children, and: Spiricuall 
Parents, Minifters,mourhing for their Flocks, © * 

ift. Think” with 'your'felves whit a grief-it-muſt - 
necds: be to godly Parents to fee rhitirt Chi Tag ons" | 

ewd -: 


(16) 
lewd-courſes, to: walk in''the counſel of the ungodly; 
and to fitin the chair of the ſcoroful; to ſet at naughs 
theirwholſome inſtruQ ions, and Fatherly admonirions: : 


4 wiſe Son makes « glad Father, but « fooliſh Son is heavi- | 


eff ro his Mother, Pro. 10. 1. ſuch a heavineſs: was 
Zſin to'bis Mother Rebecca, in matching into that 


- curſed Stock of the Hitrites, as you may read in Gew, 


27, 46.St. Auguſtine reports of his Mother 1on:ca, that 


as often as her Children did ſin againſt God, fo often - 


ſhe did asiit were travel in birth with thenrag un : when 


good Eunice ſhall doher beſt endeavour to train up; her 


Children in; the:way wherein they ſhould-walk,: ac- 


quainting them with the holy Scriptures, which-are a- I. 


ble to make then riſe unto Salvation: and yet at Jaſt 
ſhall finde all her labovr loſt, her hopes-fruſtrated,: her 
Children: carried away with; vicious and? debaych'd 
Company intoall manner of looſe converſation, as rio- 
ting, and drunkenneſs, Chambering and Wantonneſs; 
this muſt needs bring her gray heirs with-ſorrow: to the 
grave, Oc. 7 4 He 48923 JETER: ied 34's 

From natural Parents mauroingfor their Children, I. 
proceed to ſpirituall Parents mourning for their Flocks ; 
think with your ſelves'whata grief: itzs-for faithfull Pa- 
ſtors, to ſee-no better Succeſs:of alt their :Eabours; ſo 


much-planting, and foimuch watering, and:yet little or 


no increaſe; but they-are* fore'd ty: complain with the 
Prophet, &ord, ##ho- has helieved' own: report ?+ {4.5 3; 1. 
when: we conſider, how heavy allour. Preaching and all 
our exhortationis. will ane day.lye upon you, for want of 
your-obedience, thatour word which was 4ntended to | 
be the-SavourvfLife upto:Life;: will prove to. ſome: of 

| you 


" LIEN 


.-— IS. 
you the bitter Savour of Death, that it will be. more to- 
crable for Sodom and Gomorrah at the day of Judgement 


vi then for many among you, becauſe you ave deſpiſcd 
as |. our doarine: we ſhall beoblig'd to ſtand onr, and accuſe 
at. you at that day, as our Lord told the Fews, St. #9.5.45. 
”; Think not that Twill accuſe you to my Father, there is one that ac= 
at. cuſeth you, even Moſes in whom ye truſt ; that Moſes who was 
ar - wont to ſtand in the gap, to mediate 8 intercede for you, 
MM at that day ſhall be your Chiefeſt enemy, he ſhall accuſe 
er you, becauſe you would not beleiveor obey his writings 
o- | ». 47. now think with your ſelves, what a grief this muſt 
a- |. needs be to the Miniſters of God, to conſider that they 
;! who have deſired nothing more then the Salvation of 
er | thoſe thatare committed to their charge, muſt at the laft 
24 day be forc'd to appear, and ariſe again{#many of them for 
0-- their Condemnation. And then ſhall wicked men be a- 


3: | - waken'd, and ſee what Mercy, what means and offers of 

ie Grace, they have refuſed and lighted; they ſhall know: 
I that there has been a Prophet amongſt them, they ſhall - 

1 then ſeeand feel that God was near, that his word wasa- 

" mong them, that Salvation was at their doors, and they 

ſhall finde bima ſevere Judge becauſe they would not ac- 

{> | cept ofhimasa tender Father ; men go ona long time ina 


+ j careleſs, ſleepy, ſcorning way, but when ſickneſs comes, 
ze | anddeath is before them, and they ready to take poſſeſſion 
= of 'an'Eternall condition; then their Conſcience ſtings 
11 them, and they feel what an evil'it is, that they have un- 


of _detvalued, negle&ed, 8 oppoſed the Prophets and Sons of 

the Prophets; the Adulterer will berous'd out: of his plea- 
of ſing dream,and ſoft Bed at laſt, and 'ſay How have [hated 
m:ſtruttion, and my heart *”—_— reprooft, and have not obey d 
- i; the 


EY _ 

the voice of my. teachers; nor inclined. mize eay to them that 
inſerutted me, Pro.5. 12.13. and ſo of the reft of Sinners, 
there will be ſtrong conviftions in their Boſoms and Cogn- 
ſcience will ſound in their ears,and fir upon their Dre» 
thoſe.truths of their teachers that formerly they. delpis'd. 
When Pheraohand the Egyprians were in the red Sea, and 
the old world was ſurrounded with the floud, what lan- 
guages did their Conſciences. ſpeak? did they not tell 


chem, they hag had Moſes and Neeh, Prophets aad preach- - 


LY 
£ 


ers of Righteouſneſs, and gave noear to them? did. they 


not ſting them, to death, and make them cry out and. ſay, . 
Qt that we had hearken'd to thoſe Servants of the Living - 


God? from this ſhort but uſcfu}l-digreſſion I proceed, 


215, Toſhew you, that the mourning may be increas'd -- 


from the condition of him for whoſe fins we mouzn : ſome 
men doa greatdeal more hurt by their Sins, thea others, 


. and therefore their ſins are the more to be lamented, and - 


here I may inftance in twoſorts of people... 


1//. Thoſe who are eminent in place and-dignity, in: - : 


Church and Common-wealth. 


2. Thoſe who are eminent. in.eſtcem,and opinion of - 


the Church. 


1/. Thoſe whoare eminent in-place.do much harm by. | 
their Sins, they are twice eyil, evil inthemſelves,, and es. | 
vil ig examplE, If King Jeroboam turns away. his ear from: - 


hearing the Law, you. ſoon-finde.a miſerable. Kingdom,, 


for his examplemakes all 1/e/to. Sin,;; and therefore his. 


Sins are-muchto be lamented.-Itis a;mournfull. ſight to. 
ſee aMajeftrate that is ſentfor a terrourto all evill.doers,to 
bear the Sword in vain, either to Livein notorious Sigs: 
himſelf, or toallow or conniyeatthelins; of others; this. 


Was. 


(19) - 
was Gods complaint againſt I/rac/, 1/s. 1.23. 7hy Princes 
are Rebellious, and companions of Theives. They that ſhould 
reformſin in others, are rebellious themſelves, and they 
that ſhould judge the Fatherleſs and plead for the Wid- 
dow, are companions of Theives, ſo they may thaye 2 
bribe for conniving, they do not regard to deliver the - 
oppreſſed out of the hand of the ſpoiler. | 
It is alſo a mournful] ſpeQacle to ſeea Miniſter, upon 
whole garments under the Law was engraven in letters 
of Gold, Holyneſs anto the Zord; toſee luchan one defile 
this garmeat, by living in thoſe fins which his own mouth 
condemns out of the word of God ; to:ſee onethar firsin 
Moſes his ſeat, do ſuch things as the People may not imi- 
tate, St, Mat. 23. 3- to build with one hand; and pull 
down with. the other, to lead by his good dofrine, and 
miſlead by his wicked-converſatian; to have Chriſt inhis 
mouth, and Satan in his heart, is mournfull and defte- 
table. | 
213. Thoſe that areeminent tho' not inplace, yet ine- 
fteem and opinion of the Church, I mean: profeſſors of 
Religion 3 their ſins are MoreScandalons, and therefore 
more to be lamented then the Sins of others; if David a 
pillar of the Church ſteps awry, the enemies of the Loyd 
will {oon havetheir Mouths open to Blaſpheme upon that occaſion. 
2.589%. 12:14: toſetthereforea profeſſor not to live ac- 
' cordingto. his profeſſion; not to walk worthy of that new 
- name that Chrift has given ham, not to walk as'becometh 
the Goſpel; but to over-feachrand cireumyent his neigh- 
bour ia bargaininp-or ſellingy or to undermine his Bro- 
- chers (good reputation, by becoming the Devils Apent in 
ſcattering alle and: ſcandalous reports; or as 4 
© D 2 Ice, = 
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hee, drunkenneſs, adultery, &c," or hugging any other 
delightful darling Luſt in his boſome, thisis alfo a mourn- 
full and deplorableiſpeRacle. "LF ae! 2 TIES 


Now thea if Chriſt has taught us-to mourn for the fins: 


of . Fernſalem, what ſhall we ſay to the 504%, thar 


rejoycingiin evil which is in the- world ? what ſhall we: 
think of thoſe ative inſtruments of Satan, that take ſucly 
pains to propagate S1nin others? thoſe enticers'in Prs. x. 
11. who ſay, Come let us lay wait for blood, caſt in thy Lot 


among us , let us all have one Purſe, we will fill our hoaſes with* © | 
ſpoyl, and enrich our ſelves with precions Subſtance, &c. T inh 


the Prophet brings in'a company of Idolaters- animatin 


and encouraging one another in their defignes, 1/s. 4. 6. 


Soin ſa, 55. t2. he ſpeaks of a Club of Drunkards, 'da- 


ring, one another to fit cloſe at it, Come, ſay they, wewils *.- 


fetch wine and will fill our ſebves with ſtrong drinky and to mor- 
row ſhall be as to day,end much more abnndant.- And what ſhall 


we think of Solomor's fools, that makea ſport of Sin ? ne- - 


ver more.merry, then when they hear of the diſorderly 


carriages, the-drunkenneſs, Swearing, wantonnefs, and 


Prophaneſs of their Brethren : Surely as the-Apoſtle ſpeaks 
in. Eph. 4. 26. 7ou have not thus Zearned Chriſt,for he mourns 
for Jetaſalem, he beheld che City, and wept overit. And 
believe me, there-was .never more cauſe of mourning in 
this kinde then in ourdays; a Fountain of tears would not 
ſuffice to bewail all the abominations that are committed 
in.our Nation ;. for beſides Juke-warmneſs that is amongft 
us, that maſt of us are neither hot, nor cold what Sin 
was ever committed in #--#ſalem, that is not alſo commit- 
ted in this onr Nation? How does Pride -vaunt it in our 
ercets.? How does Drunkeaneſs encreaſs and reign all o- 
; | - ver 
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verthe Kingdom ? Oppreſſion marches like Fehaina futt 


carier'3 Adultery withall ics wanton poſtures openly. and 


ſhameleſly practic'd amongſt us, and yet quietly permit- 
ted, and* withour cenſure tolerated. - We have juſtity'd 
Sodom in all her abominations; Sodom which was turn'd 
into' aſhes, and made an example toall thatſhould live un- 


ly, byſuffering the vengeance of Eternal fire, was not - 


0 wieked as we3 tor we have equall'd, nay we have had 


more Priviledges and Favours, Immunities and Bleſſings, 


then Fernſalem it ſelf ;in that ſome of hers were but Types, 


but 'we have the ſubſtance ; we have the beſt Religion- 


ithe-world, we have the light of Gods glorious Goſpel 


% 


ſhining amongſt us, and ſetin the midſt ofall we haye-: 


committed the greateſt of Sins, with the greatft impu- 
dence and obftinacy, even thoſe Sins which Heathens thas 
know not God,-nor his Son Chriſt, dare not commit ; and- 


that which is the miſery of us further, there's.ſcarce a Zoz--- 


to.be found whoſe righteous: Soul is griev'd for theſe abo- 


minations; tho? take notice of it, only ſuch mourners are... 
marked in the forehead tobe preſerved.in the deftruftion- - 


of. Feraſalem, Ezek. g. 4... Only ſuch are the followers and, 
diſciples of Chriſt, for ashe beheld the City, and wept. 
overit, fo muſt we weepand lameat for the Sins that are. 
committed amongft us. And | 

Sol come to the ſecond cauſe of Chriſts mourning, viz. 
Feruſalem's miſery, For the dey ſballcome thine Enemies. ſhall 
. Caſt a trench about thee, and keep thee: in on every ſide, and lay 


thee even with the ground, 8&c. Ic was very likely we ſhould. -* 


hear of a ſtorm, becanſe Fernſalem was: ſo ſecure; fo op- 
preſs'd with the Spirit of drowſineſs ( ſbe 4id not know the 
things: that belongs to her peace, they were hid from her eyes.) 


+ 


When . 


* 


6] 


(a). 


When Sinners ſbetery peace, peace, and ſafety, then ſudden © 


deftraftion ſhall come upon them, as travel upon « woman that 
u with Childe 5 1 Theſe. 5. 3. The men before the deluge 
were eating & drinking marrying & giving in marriage, the 
floud came and ſwept them all away ; the men of Laiſh were. 
very careleſs and ſecure, when the Dazites came upon 
them and ſlew chem with the edge of the Sword 3 £h's 
Sons ſet their Fathers Councell at naught, they would 
not ſee the vileneſs and danger of their Sins, when the 
Lord purpos'd to deſtroy them; and Zot's admonitions 
ſounded as idle Tales in the ears of his Sons in Law ,and the 


next morning Sodow-and Gomorrah were deſtroyed with. 


Brimftone- and Fire from Heaven. 


When'the Prophets( who are called Seers and watches -- 


men } ſhall diſcera a Cloud, aad an horrible tempeſt a- 
riſing, and ſhalbaccording to their duty give warning td 
the People tofly from the wrath to come, toprevent it by 
Repentance,' and to divert it by reformation: if the peo- 
ple ſhall then {light the ms wing words, if they ſhall ſay 
with St; Peters mockers, | 

or with rhoſe in Dexf. 29. 19. we ſhallhawe peace tho' we'ndd 
Drunkenneſs to thirft,, tho" we go owin our ſenſual courſes, tho 
we ſeth it yet again, as 'tisin Pro 23. 35. ſuraly that people 
muſt be in as bad a conditiony, as the ground whieh- St. 
Paul (peaks. of Heb. 6.8. thararinks in the rein and brings 
forth nothing-bur briars anabvborns, nigh unto Caring, whoſe 
end 35 to:be burned. And this was Feru/clem's caſe here ;thas 
City had' many. warnings both: from«the Prophets;: and 
from-theLordof the Prophets, muny gracious tenders of 
mercy wereofferdher;- bur ſhexvasdfoblind, or ſo obfti- 
natezor-borh; char: ſhe (would: nor Bnow: the things that 
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_ © belong'd to her peace. Therefore our Lord beheld the Ci 
- ty, and wept over it ; butall in yain; he Cid but caſt an 
- eyeupon Peter, and: that reclaim'd him, St, Zake. 22, 61. 
© but herehe look's & wept, & ZFeruſa/em was ſo ground- 
ed in ſecurity and hardneſs of heart, that ſhe would not 
repent, and therefore no wonder if their goods become a booty, 
and her houſes a aeſol ation, as it is 1n Zeph. 1. 13.,0r as it isin 
the Text, the days ſhall come, &c. | x 
Here you ſee the.kind of her miſery, ſhe-is' expos'd: to 
the fury of her mercileſs enemies, to the Sword-and ſharp- 
eſt of Gods threes Arrows, 2. Sew...24- 13.She iscompals'd. 
about with Armies,that ſhould batter down her lofty 'Fur+ 
rets,herPrincelyPalaces,& lay them even-with theground, 
for the days ſhall come, &c.. It was an uncomfortable ſighe.to 
ſee ſome houſes ſhut up in Ferafslemby. the deſtroying An- 
oel; but to.ſee all Jer»ſalem ſhut up, was. bothia ftrange & 
a diſmall ſpeQacle ; where is-the Noble Yalour, the-Hero- 
ick Spirit that, was wont to be inthis: People? time-wasr, - 
when one of them could chaſe a thouſand, &two:ofthem 
put ten thouſand.to flight'; when /rae/ lay down liked Li- 
on, and Couch't like-a great:Lyon; and none durſt rouſe. 
him up ; when other Nations-were forc'd'to betake them- 
ſelves ro their fenced.Cities; becauſe of them, and fortify 
their Walls, and barricadotheir Gates againſt them; but 
what ſhall, we now-ſay, when-{/ree/turns-their backs up- 
on their enemies? whenithey-are farc'd to retreat into Fe- 
reſelem for ſhelter, whilethe' Enemy purſues them to the 
very gates, intrench themſelves round about the City, and 
threaten. to cut them off ? the days: ſhell come, &c, It was 
ſtrange. that! Fer»ſalem ſhould--be' thus Surrounded, but 
more ſtrange that- it ſhould be takes, that it TON By 
atter 
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batter'd down;'and laideven with the ground, as it was : 
this was ſtrange indeed,” whether we conſider the Scitua- 
tion of the City, or the ProteQor of itz for the Scirnation 
of it, t'was builded 'upon high Craggy, and Inacceſlible 
Rocks, that by nature 'twas almoſt impregnable ; the Fe- 
. 6yſits that held ir till Devias time, thought it ſo ſtrong of it 
{lf, that they ſuppos'd rhe blind and the lame able to defend 


it againſt David and his men of Yalour, 2. Sam. 5.6. Andrto 
this ſtrength- were added forts and bulwarks.P/a/.49. 12. 


Now to {ee-thoſe ſtrong Bulwarks and thoſe ftately pal- 
laces laid down with the:ground, was a fight as wonder- 


full as Lamentable:. The Aings of the Earth, and all the Inha- 
bitants of the World would not have believ'd that the Enemy 
ſhould have enter'd iuto the Gates of Feruſalem. Lam. 4. 12. 


Again;:conſider the ProteQor of the City, - Fernſalem was 
the City of the great King, God was well known in her Palaces 
as a ſure Refuge. He had his Temple there ; moreover Jera- 
ſalem had experience of his proteQion formerly, when it 
. was beſieged by Sexacherib with an Army ſuppos'd to be in- 
vincible, yet the-Lord being their Protettor Rais'd the 
Siege, as you-may reade in 1/4.37. 35: 36. and ſlew in the 
Camp'of the Aſſyrians an hundred eighty five thouſand: 
But where is the God of Jeraſalemnow ? ſurely the Glory 


is departed from Fo {ſrael has rejeRted the Lord, and 


gone a whoring after {trange Gods, they have walked con- 
trary to him in all their ways, and'therefore the Lord hath 
atiength juſtly withdrawa himſelf from them, and left 
them as a prey unto their Enemies 5 Climb upor ber walls, 


deſtroy them, down with the Battlements for they are not the © 


Lords. Fer.5.10. Fernſaltm by herSins had.brought De- 
firuQion upon-her ſelf, this was it that cauſed aur Saviour 
| to 
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| tobeholdthe City, and weep. | 


Beloved, our Saviours example muſt be our direQion:; 
He wept for theCalamities that were coming upon Zeruſa- 
lem: we mult alſo weep for the miſeries and defolations 
which are come upon Gods Church and People abroad, & 
are approaching upon our ſelyes, unleſs God in mercy is 
pleas'd to open oureyes,that we may be able to take notice 
of the things that belong to our peace ; the miſeries of the 
Church abroad call for our tears, when-we conſider. what 
inroads and incroachments the wild Boar of the Forreſt 
has madeinto Chriſtendome, and is dayly endeavouring 

. to devour rhe Church of God, to deyour Zacob, and lay 
waſt his dwelling place, to root out the Church and Peo- 
ple of God, that the name of 1/rae/ may be no more in re- 
membrance: Beſides, when we conſider how the Superſti- 
tious and Idolatrous Tyrants are Perſecuting the true 
worſhipers, it muſt needs extort ſome tears, and lament 
our ſuffering Brethren all over the world, and how can 
we look upon the miſeries of our Fersſalem with dry eyes? 
to ſee Chriſts feamleſs Coat rent aſunder by Schiſms and 
FaQtions. 7o ſee Thorns come up in her Palaces, Nettles and 
Brambles in her Fortreſſes, that ſhe is become an habitation of 
Dragons, and 4 Court of Owles, « moſt forlorn deſolate place 3 
muſt needs be grievous to Gods Children. 

My Chriſtian Brethren, lay it to heart ; it is not only 
poſſible, but *ris- probable too, we have juſt cauſe to fear it, 
that the time may come,and ſpeedily too, that our Enemies 
may caſt a trench abour us,and lay our Feruſa/em even with 
the ground, becauſe the leaven of the Jews 1s unhappily 
fallen into the lump of Chriftians and the abominations 
that were committed in "Ws of old, are come overin- 
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to England; nay,l fear our Sins do out; vye theirs (all things 
1 6 ra much as theirs outyy*d the Sins of Sodom. 
Ezck. 16. For what Sin was ever charg'd upon Fera{alem, . 
tlatmay not be ſampled in England ? There was halting 
b<rween two opinions, the ſame has beenand is wich us: 
**was irkſome to them ro obſerve religiouſly the Sabbath 
day, Amos. 8.5. you know 'tis the famehere. The Prophet 
Micah complains of them for their ſcant meaſure;the wic- 
ked ballances, and the bag of deceitfull weights. Mz. 6. 
IO. 11. examine your ſhops, and your ſeveral callings, & 
you will finde it ſo amongſt you. There were great cor- 
ruptions both in the Ciyill and the Eccleſiaſtical State, 
Their Princes were Rebellious and Companions of Thieves, that 
is, their Magiſtrates did too much countenance oppreſſion 
and Injuſtice, and their Prieſts were many of them' dumb 
dogs, lazy Watchmen that ſuffers the People to periſh for 
want of warning, there has been too many fuch both ia 
Magiltracy & Miniſtry here in Ezglend ; their Land was- 
greatly plfuted with Swearing and Blaſphemy,Becauſe of 
Oaths the Land Mourneth. Fer. 23.10. And doth not our 
Nation from one end to the other groan under this Sin 
alſo 2 what hideous Oaths and deſperate imprecations are 
hcard amongſt us? They were ſtrong to drink wine and other 
ftrong drinks, and when they had ſat till the wine cer them, © 
then they aſſenubied themſelves by Troops into the harlots houſes; 
And how do theſe filthy Sins of Ryoting and Drunken: | 
neſs, of Chambring and Wantonneſs reign inthis King- 
dom ? if*”a man ſhould ſeriouſly confider this, it might 
make him not only to weep, but alſo to wonder at the pa- 
ticace of God, that he has not long before this time made 
England like Feruſelemy anheap of Stones. In the ſecond 
. Cap. 
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# "Cap. of the pocal. Chrift threatening the 4fen Churches 


to remove their Candleftick, becauſe he had ſomewhat or 
a few things againſt them, My Brethren, 'tis nota few 
thingsthat God has againſt us, for we have. walked con- 
trary to him inevery thing, we can then expe&-nothing 
but utter deſtruction; if we do continue in our Sins, there's 
no queſtion but we ſhall be ruined. Weare too apty(in 
the midft of our Sins ) to comfort our ſelves with our 
Strength and forces; but 'tisin vain; for nothing ſecures 
a finfull Nation from ruine but repeatance,let it beftrong- 
ly fortify'd, abound with Soldiers & Munition, with <hips 
and Caitles; yetall theſe prote& it not from Invaſion,fram 
&frucion ; Fernſalem was Strong, but became Deſolate ; 
 Nizeveh was a great City, but its greatneſs preſerved it 
not ; Babylon was the Golden City, aad yet it ceaſed, Let 
none therefore confide inCities,in any Creatares ſtrength, 
inanarmof fleſh; for as long as weare Sinners, neither 
Horſes norChariots,nor Cities,norPrinces,nor great men, 
(in which we are too apt to coatide)can avail usany thing. 
God has ſeverall Armies to confound us, firſt in Heaven, 

as of fire to: burn Sodaw and Gomareh. | 
21x. Below he has armies, as well as Above, as. Seas to 
drown Pharoak; openings of the grouad to devour Corah. 
In Hell he has an army of fiends,tho' bound in Chains that 
they ſhall noc hurt:the faithfull ; yer let looſe to terrify the 
wicked, thus theze was ag evil Spirit to vex Saul; foul ſpi- 
ritsin the Goſpel made ſome. deaf,and others dumb, and 
caſt others into fire and water. Thus ſtand rhe wicked in- 
vironed with enernies : God, and Devils, Heaven & Earth, 
maintain a war againſt them, Inthe midſt of our Sias then 
* where ſhall we fy? and. whax Succour can wE expe 2 
E 2 nothing 
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nothing but the proſpe@ of inevitable ruine attends us.” 


There is but one way to avoid it, and that is repentance,.. 


that may avert Gods wrath, nay, it wil prevail wich hi ; 
for tho? it is probable that rhe Sword may come, - yet 1t is: 


not neceſſary,there is mercy with the Lord that he may be. 


fear'd; on penam vult, ſed penitentiam, God is infinucly 
more delighted'in the Converſion, then in the Confuſion; 
of a Sinner; #hywill ye dye O bouſe of Iſrael? turn ye, twrm 
ye from your evil way;break off your Sins by Repentance and-live:. 
he that Confeſſeth and forſaketh bis Sins ſhall have mercy. Pro. 
28.” 13: Conteſfion, and -humiliation ſeconded with Refor- 
martion,hath ſometimes revers'd the ſentence that has gone 
out againſt a Nation, as in the caſe of Vizeveh. 7et 40 d ys 
and Nineveh ſhall be deſtroy'd, Jon. 3. 3. But in the mean 
time Ninzvech repents of the evil which ſhe had commir- 
ted, & Gol repentedalſo of the evil which he intended, Which 
isa coirſe that God hath in ſome ſort bound himſelf unto, 
& which he often and openly profeſſeth he will hold: T'wo 
remarkable teſtimonies (among ſundry others ) ſhall. ſuf- 
fice at this time for the clear and full evidencing hereof. 
The one is in Fer. 18. 7.8. At what inſtant +7 ſhall ſpeak con- 


cerning a Nation and concerning 4 Kingdome, to pluck uptopull - 


down, and to deftroy it; yet if that Nation againſt whom 7 haug 
Pronounced, turn from their evil, 1 will yepent of the evil. which 
Tthought todo unto them. The other is in Zzek.:33.13. 14: 
Hhen I [ay to the wicked , thou-ſhult ſurely dye ; yer zf be turns 
from vis Sin and does that which is lawfall and right, he. ſball 
ſerely live,he fpall not dye: Andevery-where in the prophets, 


after demonſtrations of judgment, : follpw exhortations to 


repentance; which would be to-no purpoſe, ſhould-not 
they prevent them. Had Feruſalem done ſo, had ſhe known 
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the things that belong'd to her peace, 1/ia nunc ferent Pri- 
ariq; urbs alta maneret, tor ought we know it might have 
ſtood to this day. Sol ſay now, if we ſhall, even we in this 
our day labour to make our peace, and attonement with 
God, whom we have offended, by diſcerning and lament- 
ing all our former transgreſfſions, by reſolving and endea- 
vouring to walk more circumſpedly for the time to come ; 
if we ſhall endeavour to walk worthy of thoſe great mer- 
cies which we enjoy, and to bring forth fruits meet for re- 
pentance ; without doubt he w1ll accept us ſtill, & receive 
us into favour again : what elſe is the meaning of thoſe pa-. 
rables in the 15th. of St. Zuke,of the woman rejoycing with. 
her geighbours, when ſhe had found her loſt groat; of the 
Shepherd hugging his ſtray'd Sheep, & bringing it home 
with joy ; of the Father's welcoming and emb1acing his 


Prodigal Son, upon. his ſubmiſſion ? what is the meaning, 


I ſay, of theſe, but to intimate unto us the willingneſs of 
Almighty God to be reconcild unto - Sinners upon their 

true repentance? The Father does not queſtion-his Son, 
where haſt thou'been ? what is become of all that Portion - 
you carried hence, that you arereturg'd home. thus poor + 
and naked? but he calls for the beſt Robe, and Shoes for his: - 
feet, and a Ring, for his finger.: and who is this Father, ſaith - 
Tertull. :hat ſo lovingly emtertains his penitent Sou ? it is God + 
Almighty. . And we arethe Prodigal. Oh ! then let his enter- 
tainment encourage us. to return,. to acknowledge our 

own vileneſs. (Father we have Sinned againſt Heaven, and 4- 

geinſt thee, and we are no more worthy tobe called thy Chilaren.) 
And he will receive us;graciouſly 3a broken anda contrite 
heart he will nor, he cannot deſpiſe ; fiers pon poteſt ut fili- 
us $antarum lachrymarum pereat, iaith St Ambroſe to /onica 
; bemailing 
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bewailing her Son Auſt in, be of good cheer woman, it cannot 


bz that thy Son for whom thou ſheddeſt fo many tears, - 


ſhould periſh: Sol dare fay to every Soul that bedews it 
ſelf with tears of true repentance it cannot be that the 


Soul for which thou ſhed'ſt ſo many cears ſhould miſcarry. 


Conſider Zot, a good man, the wicked City of Sodows 
could not be deftroy'd, till the Angell had carried him out, 
ſo be yeaſtured, you that repent of your Sins, that endea- 
vour to walk in Gods Laws; if ye do not prevent the de- 
ſtruCion of others, yet the mercy of God ſhall be extended 
to your ſelves. Ir is a groundlels expoſtularion that is ta- 
ken up by them in Malachy. 3. 14. What profit is # that we 
have walked monrnfally before the Lord of Hoſts? 1anſwer 'tis. 
a very great advantage ; for thoſe tears, if they proceed 
from a truly broken and contrite heart, will prove.like 


Sauls Sword,or Fonathans bow,they will never return emp. -. 


ty. Not one of thefe Chriftaline pearls falls to the ground, 
God puts them all into his bottle. P/al. $6.8. See how it 
fared with good Hezekiab, in 7/a. 38. 1. the Prophet is ſent 
to acquaint him, that the time of his diffolutioa it at hand, 
' fer thine houſe in order, for thou ſhalt die,. and not live ; 
however the good man betakes him to.his prayers, & min- 
gles ſome tears therewith, 8 what was the Iffye? v.5. Thus 
ſaith the Lord, Thave heard thy prayers, Z have ſeen thy tears ; 
1 will add unto thy days 15. years,and I will deliver thee,and this 


City ous of the hands of the King of Aſſyria.I aced not tell you | 


that are Parents, how far the tears of your Childzen will 
;prevail with you, tho” you were much offended, And whar 
Fich the P/almiftin Ps. 103. 13. Like as a Father pitties his 
own Children, ſo is the Lord mercyfull to them that fear him. 
"Whea his Anger 1s-kindled againſt them, their tears "ha 
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ſoon quench it. In ey. 31. 48. you may findea breach be- 
tween God and Ephraim, Ephraim is ftubborn, God is an- 
gry at it, and begins to correct him, Ephraim: feeling ic 
{mart fals a weepingzhe repents, and fmites upon his thigh, 
v. 19. and God preſently takes notice of it, 7 have ſapely 
heard Ephraim bemoaning himſelf. v. 20. and faith, /s E- 
phraim my dear Child ? is be a pleaſant Child? for fince 7 
{poke agaiuſt bim, T7 do earneſtly remember him ſtill : therefore 
my bowels are troubled for bim, I will ſurely have mercy upon 
him ſaith the Lord. Teats are loud Orators with an Earthly 


- Father, much more with our Heavenly Father, becauſe he 


is infinitely more pitifull tnen an earthly Father can be. 
If you being evil,know how to give good gifts unto your Chilarey. 
how much more ſhall your Heavenly Father ? St. Mes. 7.11. Tf 
you that have buta rivalet of mercy, be ſo moy'd with 
tears, how much more, will your Heavenly Father, who 
hath a boundleſs;bottomleſs Ocean-of mercy ? and we may 


be the more confident that the tears which we ſhed upon 


Earth are regarded in Heaven, becauſe / as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks ) we have a mercifull High-Prieft there, Heb. 4. 15. an 
High Prieſt who was in all points tempted like unto as, Sin only 
excepted, Chriſt took not on him our. nature only, a rea- 
ſonable Soul, and humane fleſh : but alfo condefcended to 
take or him the infirmiries of our nature, as tobe hungry, 
and thirſty, to ſleep, and be weary, to be angry, Sad, and 
monrnful ;Chrift hath beer experrmentali1natltheſe, he 
hath taſted of every: one of theſe Cups ; and therefore 
knows how to pitty and ſuccour thoſe that labour under 
theſe infirmities ; are we Saprowfuil? ſo hath Chriſt been, 
a man of Sorrows and acquainted with grief ; do we weep? 
{o did Chrilt, he beheld the City, and wept over it; _ 
tho 
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tho! he does not weep for our Teruſalem,- yet is he ſe 
of our weeping and makes interceſſion for us it the right 
hand. ofthe Father ; and therefore here is a great encou- 
Tagement for” chole that. have not yet_ been mourners, if 
they ſhall now at length ſee the errour of their WHy5s. afd- 
begin to-weep for the abominations of our Land. 
© Let all of us therefore-awake' ſpeedily out of our Sins, 
before vengeance awakes, and the Judgment which yer 
Neepeth come upon us. Seek the Lord whilſt he maybe. 
found, while with the Father of the Prodigal he.is ready 
to meet us, and to 7's 50 us tus turn to him with 
all our. hearts, with faſting, "with weeping, and” with 
mourning. here s joy in the preſence of the Angels over 
ore Sinner that repents ; what joy. wiil there be then 0- 
ver a whole Nation that repenteth'? Let us ſpeak and 
ſae unto the Lord for Merc ©, and” ſay, ſpare ws good. 'Lord, 
Jeare thy people, whons Thou heſt redeerm'd with thy moſt pre: 


Flood, and bs not is with us for ter. And tet the 


Prog, and Miniſters of God weep berween-the Porch wo 
"the Altar , and ſay, be fevonrable. O Zord', and. give wot 
thine beritage #0 reproach. which God Sake gram 
for Jelus Chriſt his lake. ven. PE | 
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